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Need for an up to date and comprehensive risk factor analysis to
determine the lifetime risk of uterine corpus cancer in Taiwan women
Dear Editor,

In this issue of the Journal, Lai et al. [1] report on the incidence
and lifetime risk of uterine corpus cancer from 1991 to 2010.
Although the study meets its purpose, it would be more informa-
tive to include current data from 2011 to 2016, and also a retrospec-
tive analysis of risk factors authors described to be associated with
the uterine corpus cancer. Especially, since studies evaluating mul-
tiple risk factors for uterine corpus cancer in Taiwan are scarce.

Authors discuss the possible reasons for the change in uterine
corpus cancer incidence. However, the report does not provide
any information regarding the odds of each risk factor in the pop-
ulation. It would be interesting to see how changes in lifestyle
and practices have influenced the risk of uterine corpus cancer
risk in the past 20 years. Such information could be critical for uter-
ine corpus cancer prevention and policy development.

Although choosing an external population for age standardiza-
tion could be arbitrary, the standard population should be appro-
priate and with a similar age structure to that of all populations
compared in the study [2]. The age structure of Taiwan women in
each year may be different from that of the world, unless otherwise
specified (world standard 2000). Therefore age-adjustment must
be conducted based on Taiwan standard population rather than
that of the world, unless incidence rates or risk of the specific can-
cers are compared to that of the world. Howevermany studies have
used a similar approach to determine cancer incidence rates or
mortality [3,4]. May be the authors, Lai et al. can be the first to
use a standardized population that is closer to the population struc-
ture of Taiwan or provide information describing the suitability of
using World Health Organization, 2000 standard population. Au-
thors could potentially include a comparison group such as China
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tjog.2017.04.037
1028-4559/© 2017 Taiwan Association of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Publishing services b
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
to determine specific disparities in Taiwan in the same study using
a reference population from China [5].
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